
AuthenticAte fine Art prints with new technology 
developed by prooftAg And hp  

At a time when counterfeiters can easily mass-

reproduce a photographer’s work, the ability to certify 

that a print is original and authentic—and will last a 

lifetime—is critical. But until recently, this was a time-

consuming process for the artist, buyer and gallery 

owner, and the result wasn’t always reliable.

7R�KHOS�JLYH�DUWLVWV�D�EHWWHU�ZD\�WR�FHUWLI\�WKHLU�ÀQH�
art prints, Paris-based Galerie Vu turned to ARTtrust, a 

QHZ�VHOI�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�WKDW�SXWV�LQYHQWRU\�FRQWURO�
back into the hands of artists. Developed jointly by 

Prooftag™ and HP and endorsed by Wilhelm Imaging 

Research, ARTtrust is a system of unique, non-removable 

SK\VLFDO�WDJV�WKDW�DUH�YHULÀDEOH�RQOLQH��

By using ARTtrust tags on prints produced on HP 

Professional Photo Printers, Galerie Vu can easily 

provide art collectors with traceability and proof of 

DXWKHQWLFLW\��DV�ZHOO�DV�FHUWLÀHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�SULQW�
longevity.

“ARTtrust is easy and fast,” says Xavier Soule, owner of 

Galerie Vu. “When you sell a product to a collector, 

you need to prove that it is what you say it is. An 

ARTtrust tag on an HP print is one of the easiest ways 

to do that.” 

Enhancing the value of a print
7KH�UHVXOW�LV�LQFUHDVHG�EX\HU�FRQÀGHQFH��&ROOHFWRUV�FDQ�
TXLFNO\�JHW�FHUWLÀHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�LGHQWLW\�DQG�
value of their prints. The ARTtrust system works with any 

pigment print produced on an HP Designjet printer with 

HP Vivera Pigment inks on compatible media. 

“With ARTtrust, you give the buyer total assurance, and 

QRW�RQO\�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WUDQVDFWLRQ�µ�VD\V�3LHUUH�2OLYLHU�
Deschamps, a photographer represented by Galerie 

Vu. “It enables you to keep a real value to the art you 

are selling later on.”

ARTtrust ensures a print’s unique value with tags made 

of a translucent polymer, which contain a pattern of 

randomly self-generated air bubbles impossible to 

reproduce—even by the manufacturer. Says Philippe 

Serenon, ARTtrust’s project director, “It is a million times 

PRUH�UHOLDEOH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�XQLTXHQHVV�WKDQ�D�ÀQJHUSULQW�µ

Reassurance for artists and buyers
Artists typically limit prints of their work to a small, set 

number to maintain each piece’s value and uniqueness. 



“When you sell a product to a collector, you need to prove that it is what you 

say it is. An ARTtrust tag on an HP print is one of the easiest ways to do that.”

³�;DYLHU�6RXOH��2ZQHU��*DOHULH�9X�

ChallEngE
��Galerie Vu needed to provide artists with an easy, 

trusted way to certify the value of their work—

proving not only that it is unique and authentic, but 

that the print quality will last.

Solution
��Developed by Prooftag and HP and endorsed by 

Wilhelm Imaging Research, ARTtrust is a state-of-the-

DUW�,'�WDJ�WKDW�DUWLVWV�FDQ�DIÀ[�WR�WKHLU�SKRWRV�DQG�
reproductions created on HP Professional Photo Printers.

RESultS 
��Galerie Vu—and the artists it represents—can now 

easily provide art collectors with traceability, proof 

RI�DXWKHQWLFLW\�DQG�FHUWLÀHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�SULQW�
longevity. 

��%X\HUV�FDQ�SXUFKDVH�SULQWV�ZLWK�FRQÀGHQFH��NQRZLQJ�
that the work is authentic and the quality won’t fade.

��Prints can retain their value longer, because ARTtrust 

retains information about authenticity and print 

longevity through every transaction.

-HDQ�)UDQoRLV�&DPS��&(2�RI�'XSRQ��D�KLJK�HQG�
GLJLWDO�SKRWR�ODE�ZLWK�ORFDWLRQV�LQ�3DULV�DQG�%RUGHDX[�

When Dupon produces an ARTtrust-tagged print on 

its HP Designjet Z6100 Printer, buyers can look up 

the print online and use ratings by Wilhelm Imaging 

Research to verify that it will last more than 60 years 

or more than 200 years, depending on the type of 

compatible media used. 

Setting a new standard for the art world
Looking forward, Serenon sees a bright future for 

ARTtrust. “Talking with photographers from around 

the world has shown us that there is an amazing 

amount of enthusiasm around this solution. We see 

the potential for ARTtrust to become a standard in the 

reproduction world.”

Henry Wilhelm, director of research at Wilhelm 

Imaging Research, is pleased with the bar ARTtrust has 

VHW�IRU�HQVXULQJ�TXDOLW\��ORQJHYLW\�DQG�DXWKHQWLFLW\��´,W�
LV�WKH�ÀUVW�ÀQH�DUW�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ�SURJUDP�WKDW�UHTXLUHV�
the use of permanence-tested, high-stability pigment 

LQNV�DQG�PHGLD��DQG�LGHQWLÀHV�DQG�UHJLVWHUV�HDFK�
individual print in a secure and easily traceable way.” 

+H�DGGV�� $́57WUXVW�VHWV�D�QHZ�VWDQGDUG�IRU�SULQW�
quality, permanence and integrity.”

Before ARTtrust, to prove that a print belonged to the 

original series, an artist needed to maintain several 

FHUWLÀFDWHV�LQ�HODERUDWH�ÀOLQJ�V\VWHPV³WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ�
for the artist, buyer and gallery alike. 

$57WUXVW�WDJV�VLPSOLI\�WKDW�SURFHVV��7KH�DUWLVW�DIÀ[HV�
a tag to the back of a print produced on an HP 

Professional Photo Printer, including HP Designjet 

Z2100, Z3100 or Z3200 series photo printers, or 

HP Designjet Z6100 series printers. He or she also 

SODFHV�D�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�WDJ�RQ�D�FHUWLÀFDWH�DQG�UHWDLQV�
a special one for his or her records. Then the artist 

registers the ID online, enabling buyers to quickly verify 

details about how the print was produced.

Laurence LeBlanc, a photographer who displays her 

work at Galerie Vu, says that the easy-to-use ARTtrust 

tags give her reassurance. “My mind is relieved, and 

all of my work is secured. It’s an advantage for me and 

also for the people who buy my work,” she says.

Vibrant prints that last a lifetime
In addition to providing authenticity, an ARTtrust ID 

tag on a print created with an HP Designjet printer 

on compatible media is proof to art collectors that the 

quality of the print won’t fade. 

“You can’t resell a product that has degraded, so 

ensuring the longevity of the print is essential,” says 

To learn more, visit www.hp.com
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